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LIVE MUSIC

7 Ancient World

An eclectic artist-run venue
featuring a hidden entrance,
walls adorned with local
artists' work and a broad
range of live music - from
experimental, to post-punk,
to karaoke.

18 Casablabla

VENUES
SPOTLIGHT

A playlist of some of the live
music venues that locals love
and where a good time is

guaranteed. Hosting reqular salsa,
reggae and Afro-Caribbean
nights, this venue brings
world cultures together at
the heart of the Hindley

Street music district.

19| Crown and Anchor
Hotel

The 'Cranker’ hosts live
music nearly every night
of the week. Built in 1883,
in 2024 the venue was
saved from demolition by
its passionate community!
From July 2025, the Cranker
heads west, setting up a
temporary home at The Ed
Castle, serving community
since 1837.

26| The Exeter Hotel

Swapmeet, Queer Club 2023 at Jive.
Photo: Ellie Everett.

An East End institution
featuring live bands and
DJs every weekend. Extra
credibility points if you spot
and recreate the photo of
Nick Cave, Kim Gordon and
Tex Perkins in the front bar.

Check out
what's on in
Adelaide!
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30 Grace Emily Hotel

Affectionately known as

'The Grace', this West-End
pub hosts the city's longest
running open mic night on
Mondays - Billy Bob's BBQ
Jam - plus jazz mid-week, new
talent, and established bands.

33| Hindley Street Music
Hall

The largest contemporary
music venue in the city
and the place to see big
national and international
touring artists. Their online
accessibility guide has your
good time in mind.

34 The Hotel
Metropolitan

The Metro is a big supporter
of live music, hosting gigs
most nights of the week.

It's also a pre-show dinner
and drink favourite for
performances at Her Majesty's
Theatre next door.

37 Jive

Step inside past the Jimi
Hendrix mural where you'll
find a sunken dance floor,
mezzanine level and lounge
area. So, settle in and get
your contemporary music fix
from locals to touring acts.
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39 The Lab at ILA

In 2025, Adelaide/Tarntanya celebrates its

10th anniversary as Australia’s first, and only,
UNESCO City of Music. Located on Kaurna Yarta,
discover a city with music as its heartbeat with
this backstage pass to some of our most iconic,
much-loved and diverse live music venues, clubs,

festivals and experiences.

So, what are you waiting for?

Hit the streets, clap your hands, raise your voice,
tap those feet and find your scene!

@ cityofadelaide.com.au/unesco-city-of-music-10-
year-anniversary

Electric Fields, WOMADelaide, 2022. Photo: Saige Prime.

An immersive performance
space that encourages bands
and DJs to experiment with
ever-evolving tech and take
their live performances and
audiences in entirely new
directions.

40| La Louisiane

A classy night out with French
cuisine, live jazz, swing and
cabaret music, and world-
class beverages that will
transport you to the romantic
boulevards of Paris.

43 Lion Arts Factory

This heritage-listed venue
hosts touring artists, club
nights and local shows. Keep
an eye out for the yellow
custard dripping down the side
of the building, a clue to its
former use.

52| Memphis Slim's House
of Blues/ Shotgun
Willie's
Inspired by the New Orleans
and Chicago music scenes, get
your basement blues jam on
at Memphis Slim's or kick back
with some country/folk music
upstairs in Shotgun Willie's
saloon.

57 Nexus Arts

This community-centred
contemporary arts space
champions culturally diverse
and intercultural artistic
practice hosting contemporary
musicians from around the
world.

61| North Adelaide
Baroque Hall

Enjoy intimate chamber music
concerts in this stunning
rococo style music hall created
in 2022 within a heritage listed
North Adelaide home.

70 Rhino Room/Lowlife
Basement Bar

See a gig upstairs at Rhino
Room or have a late-night
dance party at Lowlife. When
these venues pair up, expect
an intimate multistage festival
with a mix of local and
interstate bands.

72| Royal Oak

This classic North Adelaide
pub hosts live music weekly
with a focus on acoustic
artists and cover bands

you can dance to. Winged
trumpets, trombones and a
pressed tin ceiling are a vibe.

81 UniBar Adelaide

A vital part of university
culture and the Australian
live music scene since the
1970s, this venue hosts
regular all ages shows and
festivals from international
bands to DJs to emerging
local acts.

94| Marys Poppin

This proudly queer-owned
and operated LGBTQIA+
venue won the 2024 SA Pride
Awards Venue of the Year.
Expect drag performances,
themed nights, and late-night
dancing.

98 Rocket Bar and
Rooftop

Celebrating their 20th
anniversary in 2025, this
multi-level Hindley Street
venue is the place for
dance, hip-hop, and house
music. Expect late-night
rooftop dance parties and
international DJ sets.
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ADELAIDE CITY OF
MUSIC LANEWAYS

Explore Adelaide’s City of Music Laneways. Vibrant
artworks in each laneway honour our musical
trailblazers who got their start in our city, became
local legends, and won fans around the world.

itin

Jasmine Crisp, She Imagined Buttons, 2020, Sia Furler Lane.

Sia Furler Lane

She Imagined Buttons, a mural by Jasmine Crisp, is inspired
by her experience seeing nine-time Grammy nominee Sia
perform live.

Cold Chisel Lane

Explore the legacy of Cold Chisel, formed in Adelaide in
1973, through the words of fans in a mural by James Dodd.

Paul Kelly Lane

Born and raised in Adelaide, national treasure Paul Kelly is
celebrated through a light-based artwork Street of Love by
Heidi Kenyon.

No Fixed Address Lane

Reggae rock band No Fixed Address were

Australia’s first Aboriginal band to tour

overseas. See them commemorated in this \
mural by Elizabeth Yanyi Close (Pitjantjatjara
and Yankunytjatjara), Shane Mankitya Cook
(Guwa and Wulli Wulli) and Thomas Readett
(Ngarrindjeri and Arrernte).

Paxton Walk

Fear by Gregg Mitchell, an
artwork etched into the city's
East End, captures the energy of
Adelaide-based 1980s punk band
Exploding White Mice.

City of Music Mural

Dave Court's artwork highlights
the excellence, diversity and
cultural history of this City of
Music - plus, it's the biggest
mural in the city!

The Violinist

Found on Rosina Street, this
mural by artist Simeon Jones
pays homage to the Adelaide
Symphony Orchestra; their HQ
is just around the corner on
Hindley Street.

The Angels Lane
Coming in 2025

@ cityofadelaide.com.au/city-of-music-laneways

ADELAIDE ICONS

Standing the test of time, these Adelaide icons have
a rich history and continue to shape our dynamic live
music scene.
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Sun of Africa, Adelaide Central Markets. ﬁ.ﬁ

Photo: Danny Howe.

1866

Adelaide Town Hall

Adelaide's premier venue for
concerts, civic receptions and
public gatherings since 1866, even
welcoming The Beatles in 1964!
Free lunchtime performances often
feature the famous J.W. Walker
& Sons pipe organ. Classical,
contemporary, or by candlelight
—it's always memorable.

1870

Adelaide Central Market

A hub of food and culture, a feast for all the
senses, with over 70 fresh produce traders

and eateries. Its regular Friday night music
program, school holiday activities and roving
entertainment brings life and colour to our city
all year round.

1900

Elder Hall

A renowned concert and

performance venue on Adelaide's

boulevard of culture and
learning for students of the
University of Adelaide's Elder
Conservatorium of Music, the
Centre for Aboriginal Studies in
Music (CASM), and guests. Free

lunchtime concerts every Friday.

. city, hosting national and

1913

Her Majesty's Theatre

‘Her Maj' is a heritage
jewel in the heart of the

international touring acts
including contemporary and
classical music, opera and
ballet, and musical theatre.

1972

Centre for Aboriginal
Studies in Music (CASM)
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The only tertiary level music program for First Nations musicians
in Australia, CASM is a music hub where Aboriginal Australians
can find their voice and realise their potential as musicians.
Alumni include Electric Fields and No Fixed Address. Scan

the QR code in this guide to access the new Kaurna Song

Book, Yurikurringa Ngadluku Paltirna, produced with Kaurna
community at CASM in 2025.

No Fixed Address in No Fixed Address Lane. Photo: Cath Leo.
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1973

Adelaide Festival Centre

Australia’s first multi-purpose arts hub, home to Adelaide’s
major festivals, touring productions and community events.
Find the heart of the arts by the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri.

1976

Rundle Mall

Expect the unexpected

at Rundle Mall, a cultural
landmark and hub of
shopping, dining and
entertainment. Buskers,
musicians and DJs perform
in this open-air art gallery
and retail destination.

A YEAR OF MUSIC

Our city shines year-round with a dynamic cultural
calendar of festivals, major events and community
celebrations. Experience live music in our world-
class venues, pubs, plazas, Park Lands, shops,
streets and squares.

Adelaide New Year's Eve

31 December: City of Adelaide's New Year's Eve party on the
banks of the River Torrens/Karrawirra Parri with family-friendly
entertainment and fireworks shows.

Adelaide Festival

February-March: Since 1960, the Adelaide Festival has attracted
global audiences and acclaim for its innovative arts, theatre,
dance, music, opera, literature, and visual arts program.

Adelaide Fringe

February-March: The biggest arts festival in Australia and the
second largest in the world, showcasing over 8,000+ performers
across South Australia, with over 1 million tickets sold.

WOMADelaide

March: For over 30 years, Adelaide has hosted WOMAD in
beautiful Botanic Park/Tainmuntilla. Travel the world through
this four-day family-friendly music and arts festival.

Adelaide Jazz Festival

April: A multi-day, multi-venue program of traditional and
contemporary live jazz leading up to UNESCQ's International
Jazz Day on 30 April. Adelaide is leading the UNESCO Jazz Relay
in 2025, which is also the 10th anniversary of our UNESCO City of

Music designation.

Record Store Day

12 April: Embrace vinyl culture with live performances, exclusive
releases and a community spirit at our independent record

shops. Support local!

DreamBIG Children's Festival

May (biennial): The longest-running curated children’s festival
in the world, and the only one in Australia, featuring children'’s
music, dance and theatre experiences.

Adelaide Cabaret Festival and Make Music Day

June: The world's largest cabaret festival has showcased
chanteuses and storytellers from across Australia and the
world for 24 years in this glamorous winter event. There's also
a Cabaret Fringe! On 21 June join us for Make Music Day, a
worldwide celebration of music making across the City.

Iluminate Adelaide and Unsound Adelaide

July: Catch experimental music festival, Unsound Adelaide,
during Illuminate Adelaide, a dazzling display of light, sound and
technology transforming architecture, gardens and more.

Indie-Con, AIR Awards and Scouted

August: A week of music celebrations including Australia’s
leading independent music industry conference, an awards night
for Australian musicians and a showcase of local talent.

Adelaide Guitar Festival

September: The most significant celebration of the guitar in
the southern hemisphere, encompassing genres from country to
classical to flamenco and featuring Guitars in Bars.

OzAsia Festival

October-November: A fusion of Eastern and Western sounds,
celebrating contemporary Asian arts, music and culture. Enjoy
live music and delicious food at the Lucky Dumpling Market.

Feast Festival

November: Adelaide’s LGBTQIA+ queer arts and cultural festival
glitters throughout the very special ‘Pridevember’, a celebration
of diversity and inclusivity through arts, music and culture.

Good Music Month and SAM Awards

November: Music SA's open access festival of live music
experiences, from pub gigs to Town Hall concerts. The South
Australian Music Awards celebrate excellence in contemporary
music. Check out big acts at the VAILO Adelaide 500 After Race
Concert Series.

Christmas in the City

November-December: Since 1933, Father Christmas's arrival
with the Adelaide Christmas Pageant has marked the start of our
festive season, a joyful community tradition. Uplifting choirs can
often be found at Adelaide Central Market, Adelaide Town Hall,
Rundle Mall and Victoria Square/Tarntanyangga.

ASIA
STIVAL

Z

Lucky Dumpling Market, OzAsia Festival. Photo: Xplorer Studio.


http://cityofadelaide.com.au/city-of-music-laneways
http://cityofadelaide.com.au/unesco-city-of-music-10-year-anniversary
http://cityofadelaide.com.au/unesco-city-of-music-10-year-anniversary
http://cityofadelaide.com.au/unesco-city-of-music
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/r/709E2C8545387BF2
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/r/709E2C8545387BF2
https://open.spotify.com/user/fmljet8w3rlfamn7da3jdios2
https://open.spotify.com/user/fmljet8w3rlfamn7da3jdios2
https://www.kaurnawarra.org.au/the-kaurna-song-book
https://www.kaurnawarra.org.au/the-kaurna-song-book
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| SUPPORT ACTS ADELAIDE CITY OF

MUSIC LANEWAYS

1. City of Music Mural

1. Addicted to Audio

2. Adelaide City Libraries Music Toy Library

(for children aged 0-5) Cold Chisel Lane

3. Adelaide City Libraries Library of Things
(podcasting and music recording equipment)

No Fixed Address Lane

Paxton Walk (Exploding White Mice)
Adelaide Town Hall Rehearsal Space (Meeting Hall) Paul Kelly Lane
ARMI Australian Rock and Metal Institute .
Sia Furler Lane
The Audio Embassy The Violinist
Billy Hyde Music

® N o v pow N

The Angels Lane
Centre for Aboriginal Studies in Music (CASM)/ Coming in 2025
University of Adelaide Elder Conservatorium of Music
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9. Clarity Records

10. Derringers Music

11. Fretco Guitar Repairs

SING YOUR HEART OUT

103. K. Illusion Karaoke Lounge
104. La Sing

105. i Darts Adelaide

106. No.9 Karaoke

12. Gordy Boy Records
13. The Guitar Academy
14. Interim Recording Studio

15. Rerun Records & Photography

16. School of Chinese Music & Arts

107. Rush Karaoke
17. Streetlight Records




